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Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge Six colleagues took time out of their busy schedules to read parts of the manuscript: this book has been improved immeasurably by the expertise of Richard Bourke, Rebecca Bullard, Daniel Carey, Sean Connolly, Rhodri Lewis and Christopher Reid. I cannot thank them enough for their help. I must also thank my two anonymous readers at Cambridge University Press for their meticulous and generous treatment of the original manuscript. Working with Linda Bree, my exemplary editor at Cambridge University Press, has been a privilege, not least because this book shares her protection (and therefore has a sort of vicarious association) with so much that is excellent in recent eighteenth-century studies. The vigilant solicitude of Maartje Scheltens, who saw the book through the press, and of Damian Love, who copy-edited the manuscript, has improved the finished product immeasurably.
Clement Bullard and Louis Bullard concentrated my mind on the task at hand, while putting it all into perspective. Without the unstinting generosity of Anne and Frank Rees I doubt that the book would ever have reached completion. Diana Bullard and Elizabeth Bullard have been a constant source of love and support. This book is dedicated to Rebecca, with devoted love.
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